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Every Friday night between nine to eleven they would
sit on the first floor of the doughnut cafe, by the wire-
reinforced window, staring onto the public square outside
Kaenji Station.

The cafe’s interior was warm with classic love songs
playing in the background such as Truly Madly Deeply by
Savage Garden and Zake On Me by a-ha. In a soft spotlight
under three hanging glass lampshades, occasionally their
eyes would meet in the window reflection. They would
smile for a few seconds before looking away into another
distance — perhaps at the musicians busking under the
bridge or the public bookshelf tucked into a crevice.

Sipping their black coffees and devouring glazed
doughnuts, two hours passed by quickly. Whenever one
of them finished their coffee they would politely ask if
the other wanted a refill (the cafe gives unlimited refills).’
Two well-worn red coffee mugs made their way down and
then up the stairs, passing the small and carefully-chosen
collection of English books and the tall leafy plant in the
yellow ceramic pot.

At closing time they would wait until they were the very
last two customers in the cafe and return their trays to the
shelf that was strangely connected to cafe’s “office.”

Every Friday night after leaving the sweet scent of the
cafe, they would walk together a few minutes west to a
traditional senzd, and sit in the communal boiling-hot bath
together. Under the foamy water, their hands were busy,
stroking each other’s sexes, unbeknownst to the elderly



men who shared the bath with them.

This climatic ritual happened every week for a few
months. On one July night, outside of the bath house,
the man with the black briefcase whispered into the man
with the black rucksack’s left ear. After a short pause, their
swollen lips met for the first time. The black briefcase fell
to the ground and landed on its side, probably scratching
the leather slightly.

Their eyes were still closed when suddenly, out of
nowhere, a deafening bang filled the public square and all
the streets and alleyways of Koenji. In a few seconds the
whole of Tokyo was reduced to ruins. The Third World War
began much sooner than everyone had expected — before
24* July 2020, the opening day of the Tokyo Olympics.?

15% November 2017, Tokyo

"The doughnut cafe offers free coffee refills for JPY ¥270

2 www.hangorin.tumblr.com

After opening for over 40 years, the doughnut cafe featured in the story
sadly closed it doors for the last time on Sunday 25 February 2018.
Photos here:

www.instagram.com/p/BfroSEbg_C6
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