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Gerald Raunig

Gerald Raunig, «f#5% 8> (Transversal Multitudes, 43 b %¥}, 2002) — www.eipcp.net/transversal/0303/raunig/en/#_fin13

As transversal lines tend to transsectorally cross through
several fields, they link together social struggles and artistic
interventions and theory production and ... This AND is not
to be understood as haphazardly stringing together random
elements to cover up contradictions, as a political propaganda
display of social fields, but rather as a multitude of temporary
alliances, as a productive concatenation of what never fits
together smoothly, what is constantly in friction and impelled
by this friction or caused to evaporate again.

— Gerald Raunig

Transversal Multitudes (Online, 2002) — www.eipcp.net/transversal/0303/raunig/en/#_ftn13
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2017 Wang Chau Jackfruit Festival
Photograph by Ng Cheuk Hang, 23" July 2017
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It has been five days since the first and perhaps last Wang
Chau Jackfruit Festival, a one-day event co-organised with
villagers, the Wang Chau Green Belt Concern Group and people
who have come to support the villagers’ struggle. Some of us
are still experiencing the “jackfruit high” — a euphoric energy
after one month of intense planning alongside pursuing
justice, stationing at the 1* July rally and attending the new
chief executive’s first day appointed in office, amidst other
political turmoil in both Hong Kong and China. Luckily
yesterday a friend brought me back down to earth from the
jackfruit tree so to speak, and this has compelled me to put
together a reflection of some sort, my first artist statement
if you will.

Facebook 3 1
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WangChauGreen
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Facebook page:
WangChauGreen

Rest in peace Liu

Xiaobo



Mr. Ho’s jackfruit tree in Wing Ning Village
94 jackfruits were counted on this tree, 27" June 2017
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FLOWERS

In October 2015 the government recklessly gave the green
light to: acquire, demolish and develop three villages; partner
with developer hegemony; and decimate the greenbelt,
environment and its biodiversity. The three villages are called
Wing Ning Village (7k ##}), Fung Chi Village (JElith4}) and
Yeung Uk San Village (#5/Z##}) and are located in Wang
Chau, Yuen Long, a six-minute walk from Long Ping MTR
station (exit B). The villages are home to 200 households,
200 families, 500 people, farms, fruit trees, fauna and flora.

Prior to visiting Wang Chau, my first encounter with the
villagers was surprisingly in a 374 metre-high, 78-storey
skyscraper in Wanchai, a bustling commercial district on
Hong Kong Island. We met on Wednesday 15% February
2017, I cannot remember what floor we met on, but I do
remember passing through an escalator, two lobbies and
two elevators. On the XX floor I met several Wang Chau
villagers, members of the concern group, documentary
filmmakers and people I met through the Anti-North East

New Territories Development Plan movement.

The stuffy two-metre wide corridor was not the best
environment to get to know each other in — a multi-layered
corridor: us, security guards, journalists, plainclothes
policemen, government workers and Carrie Lam. During
that hour the layers shuffled positions like a deck of cards.

Equipped with a bouquet of vegetables (flowers) and a
letter to Carrie Lam, villagers communicated their plight to
protect the Wang Chau greenbelt, develop public housing
in a democratic way, withdraw the development plan and
reconnect with the public. After all smiles in front of the
press cameras, Carrie Lam was then quickly escorted out of
the skyscraper via the emergency staircase.

Facebook page:
LoveNENT

At the time Carrie Lam
was the Chief Secretary
for Administration.
From 1* July 2017
she became the Chief
Executive of Hong Kong
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People painting R F:##] (Democratic Planning) and
Wk A2k (Urban-Rural Coexistence) at the village entrance
Photograph from Facebook page: WangChauGreen

www.martinkrenn.net/
choi_yuen_village/
info.html

www.hofan.
burntmango.org/
journal/2014/06/28/
whats-the-fuss-
about-the-north-
east-new-territories-
development-plan

www.tinyurl.com/
InsurrectionaryAM

Vandana Shiva, «% |-
AN R S B IR
REYIRBEIER > (Soil
Not Oil: Environmental
Justice in an Age of
Climate Crisis),

#H#9: South EndHifik,
2008
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Hong Kong brownfield covering an area of 1,192 hectares
Image from Facebook page: 4<+#F5t#t: Liber Research Community
Executive summary: www.tinyurl.com/Brownfield HKSummary-English
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Brownfield visible up the hill from Yeung Uk San Village, 27" June 2017
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* 213 household units and 253,896 household units are estimates based on
the nearby Long Ping Estate, a government public housing built in 1986
with an estimated total area, including public spaces, of around 11 hectares
www.housingauthority.gov.hk/en/global-elements/estate-locator/detail.

heml?property Type=18&id=2707
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SOIL

In August 2009 I moved to Hong Kong and started a
year of studying and spent a lot of time with my family.
I regrettably only visited Choi Yuen Village once in 2011,
at the closing two-day festival. A series of events led me to
practice beekeeping and this inadvertently connected me to
soil and land issues in Hong Kong.

In 2010 I asked Sunny Chan, who was at the time the
farmer/chef at Slow Experience in Wanchai, where I could
get soil to setup a rooftop farm in Ngau Tau Kok. He kindly
directed me to Ma Shi Po Village, where the farmers and
villagers in Fanling North, along with others in Kwu Tung
North and Ping Che, are still resisting the government’s
North East New lerritories Development Plan — another plan
that puts profit and developer hegemony before homes,
agriculture and community.

Five years later, despite the abundance of brownfield suitable
and logical for housing development projects, the Hong
Kong government and Heung Yee Kuk (Rural Council)
still choose quick-profit, unjust land commodification over
sustainable, equitable urban-rural co-existence. For Wang
Chau villagers, the grip of the government is tighter than
ever before, with ineffective public consultation merely used
to uphold the government’s public image. The government
have not learnt from trial and error from the previous rural
movements, or they simply choose not to.

In the past couple of years, on a global front, we have seen
similar soil and land struggles at Standing Rock (North
Dakota), Grow Heathrow (London), Zone a Défendre
(Nantes), Roma Bostani (Istanbul), Preston New Road
(Lancashire), plus many more. Amidst rampant climate
change and the recognition of the Anthropocene epoch, it
is beggars belief why humanity is still having to legitimise
protecting the earth and its natural resources. Vandana Shiva

succinctly summarises the mindlessness of the self-inflicted
neoliberal era when she writes, ‘Nature shrinks as capital
grows. The growth of the market cannot solve the very crisis it
creates.” We are all complicit.

To zoom back to Wang Chau, it is unthinkable that the
Hong Kong government would even consider developing a
greenbelt when there are 1,192 hectares of brownfield ready
for development, a figure researched by Liber Research
Community (48+#F574t). Some of this brownfield is
visible from Kai Shan (%l), up the hill above Yeung Uk
San Village. At the top of the hill you will see container
storage, scrap yards and car parks on agricultural land, now
uncontrollably contaminated soil and land. The government
turns a blind eye to the Heung Yee Kuk’s lawless activities in
exchange for land development rights.

When reading about development projects, one can become
easily overwhelmed with statistics relating to household
units and land area. 1,192 hectares of brownfield is the
equivalent of 1,192 football pitches. One football pitch can
accommodate around 213 household units. 1,192 football
pitches can accommodate around 253,896 household
units.* For Wang Chau (5.6 hectares/football pitches), the
government is merely proposing 4,000 household units,
at the expense of the green belt, the environment and
biodiversity.
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www.tinyurl.com/JackfruitFestMap

Centrefold: Double-sided A3 map distributed at the Jackfruit Festival, 23" July
2017. The dark green area is the government’s proposed development area (hills as
opposed to flatland)

Available here: www.tinyurl.com/JackfruitFestMap
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Vandana Shiva, Soi/
Not Oil: Environmental
Justice in an Age of
Climate Crisis (New
York: South End Press,
2008)

www.tinyurl.com/
BrownfieldHKMap
2015

www.scmp.com/
news/hong-kong/
health-environment/
article/ 1895404/
developing-brownfield-
land-size-nearly-1200
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2017 Wang Chau Jackfruit Festival Introducing villagers™ plants
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The three villages of Fung Chi Tsuen, Wing Ning Tsuen and Yeung Uk San Tsuen sit atop of Wang
! Chau's fertile ground, and has been known to produce a variety of fruits. i

Every summer these villages are inundaved with the scent of jackfruit. The villagers have been the .
caretakers of the fertile greenbelt for generations. The jackfruit tees in the villages are thriving, and .9
many of them have been there for decades. However, the government has ignored the value of the =
three villages as part of the greenbelr before pushing for the Wang Chau Public Housing Plan, The i ’_-1
N so-called Feasibiliny Research Papers complerely bypassed the original principle of the planning by not et
mentioning a word on the impact of the ecosystem in the vicinity, Decimating the greenbely is never
simply abour losing decades old fruir trees; bur more like losing an entire precious ecosystem. Recklessly
giving a green light to such a plan without further sudies on the long-term environmental impact and ! AT i B
. consulation with the locals is a cold. senseless decision thar has brought irreversible damage to the Longevity spinach Banana flower Sago palm
inhabitants and natural life of rhe three villages.
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This year the estimated yield of the jackfruir trees in the villages will exceed three hundred, which
is considered to be an excellent harvest. Sadly, it is quire possibly the last year to be able wo yield
such harvest. The villagers would like to grasp this last opporunity w host the “Jackfruic Festival’ -
through a variery of jackfruir delicacies, workshops, guided tours and handicraft fairs to share with
every Hongkonger the maost precious narural rreasure thar this greenbelt has to offer.
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Villagers share produce and plant clippings with Mr. Ho, 21* May 2017
Facebook page: PangJaiHK
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Children transforming a rock to become a giant jackfruit at the Jackfruit Festival, 23* July 2017

STONES

In April 2017 I visited a friend’s contemporary art exhibition
in Central. Another friend kindly gave a tour of the show
and explained that during the exhibition setup two giant
stones were left on the busy pavement outside a clothing
brand’s store, for a couple of hours whilst the artist recurned
with tools to cut the stones into smaller pieces, so that they
could fit into the building’s elevator.

Following the tour, my friend informed me that the two
stones would not go on to the next exhibition and asked
if I could think of a use for them. It was an exciting offer
and after a couple of days I asked the Wang Chau villagers
and concern group if the stones would be suitable for the
village entrance. The stones were welcomed, delivered to
the village and were soon to be unwrapped when something
unexpected happened.

On Tuesday 2" May 2017, the Lands Department (a
government department) escorted by the police, entered
the village two days earlier than agreed to post a three-
month notice to the villagers. This notice gives landowners
a three-month timeline to accept the development plan and
cooperate with the government before the three villages
become designated government land on 2™ August 2017.
Top-down and inequitable development shatters any
opportunity for a what the villagers demand, ‘Democratic

Planning (RFE#I#]).

A few days later, the stones were used to beautify the village
entrance and serve to hold up a blackboard that notifies the
public about key events and the number of days of resistance.
A large canopy, furniture, plants, snacks and mosquito coils
turned the village entrance into a common space for villagers
and the public to gather and discuss the socio-political and
environmental situation. This heterotopia is also a place
to share the villagers’ produce and plant clippings for free

29
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with the public. Because of this collective space Wang Chau
plants now grow in home of Mr. Ho, the chairperson for
Pang Jai Fabric Sellers Concern Group, a community of fabric
sellers in Sham Shui Po who are currently experiencing an
inequitable relocation with a tenfold government-proposed
rent increase.

On Sunday 23" July 2017, the day of the Jackfruit Festival
one of the artist’s stones was decorated by children living
in Wang Chau. I had the self-appointed task of facilitating
the giant jackfruit painting station in Wing Ning Village
park. After the single-coat of green/yellow water-based
paint dried, the children painted the distinctive pentagonal
jackfruit texture, complete with signature dots. Some
children even added an extra dot and drew hearts on the
giant jackfruit. Earlier that day there was a Typhoon 8, and
at 2pm it weakened to a 3. It started to rain again so the
children moved over to the jackfruit mask-making table,
leaving adults to promptly cover the runny paint with a
canopy.

Later that night I was thanked by a villager called Patrick
for unintentionally babysitting the children. Mrs. Hou
came over to tell me how much her two children enjoyed
painting the jackfruit and to call her if I still want a tour of
the village’s medicinal plants. I previously asked Mrs. Hou
for a short 30-minute tour, but she told me that she was too
busy. I guess unintentionally babysitting does have its perks.
I look forward to learning about the medicinal plants, and
illustrating and adding more varieties to the list overleaf.
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CHEAEIRE Y B AR 2E T 8%1%: www. tinyurl.com/WangChau230717

Video still from the Jackfruit Festival video by #:ifi#i% Radical HK: www.tinyurl.com/WangChau230717

SOULS

After the Umbrella Movement, we may know people who
have withdrawn (J7), felt hopeless and have disengaged
themselves from any form of participation; or some who
have become increasingly committed, radicalised or
unfortunately fascist. Amidst the current chaos happening
in the Legislative Council (Hong Kong’s version of the UK’s
Houses of Parliament), one need not look so deep into one’s
soul to know that perhaps Legislative Council members fail
(at times) to represent us or are helpless in achieving the basic
human rights — a fair housing/rent policy supported by a
sustainable living wage, or even a universal basic income.
With 152 square feet (14 square metres) apartments selling
for HKD $3 million (USD $384,000) and a recently
increased minimum hourly wage to a unsustainable HKD
$ 34.5 (USD $4.42), people may find themselves struggling

to survive or even two paycheques away from homelessness.

Paul Chan, the Hong Kong-born American artist and not Paul
Chan Mo-po the current Financial Secretary of Hong Kong,
writes in his text entitled 7he Unthinkable Community’ that:

The singularity comes from the unique shape of what has
yet to take place, lodged in the heart of the figure of a self,
that makes space for what is to come, and what has yet to

be done, in order to fully be.’

Lodged in our hearts is a natural sense of what justice is. Whether
we (friends, villagers, artists, workers, professionals, etc.) have
withdrawn, are working in our respective communities or still
protesting on the streets, deep down, in our souls we know what is to
be done, and that the journey can either be direct, spiritual or one of
many the scenic and unexpected paths. I gravitate towards the latter
but recognise strength in numbers on the street when necessary. To
paraphrase Uncle Hung, a Hong Kong storyteller, “T#s important to
keep creating, as opposed to being stuck in the same place or position”—a
shooting star as opposed to an orbiting moon if you will.
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WHERE IS MY HOME?

The empty ground outside the door, used to be our playground

The well in the garden, a stream of clear water still runs there

That night we stayed on the rooftop, counting the shooting stars
The tree branch we used to play in, is now too tall to climb
The goofy puppy, has slowly lost the sparkle in his eyes
We fought to build this home, and I will guard it forever

Ab at this home, there are no earth-shattering stories
But please, leave me a space
Is it veally time to say goodbye? While we dream of spending our lives here

Can someone help to save our home?

Knowing this can’t be changed, the flower can only blossom ephemerally
We cry in the long night while the night breeze wipes our tears
Nowbhere to go, I can only follow my conscience

The mischievous sisters ask why their daddy is so worried
Grandpa, who smiles a lot, has walked down so many arduous roads for this home
Tried so hard to resist, hoping to turn things around

Ab at this home, there are no earth-shattering stories
But please, leave me a space
Is it veally time to say goodbye? While we dream of spending our lives here
Who can stay?

Ab for this home, we walk on the rugged road
Weve never regretted speaking the truth

Please do not cry for me, give your strength to the soil
In the flood, we wait for hope, keep believing

We pay a big price, learning to put in all our efforts
Hopefully the peaceful small village will not become just a memory

A translation of Lam On Ki’s song

SONGS

For the finale of Jackfruit Festival we invited four bands/

musicians to each play a set on the stage built in Wing Ning
Village park, under the West rail MTR line.

Opening:
Peace Wong
Wong Hin Yan
Teenage Riot
Lam On Ki

In between songs, each artist shared their thoughts about
the village and the government’s proposed development.
One artist expressed his unfortunate distaste for jackfruit
but empathised with the villagers’ struggles before playing a
song that he wrote about the 40-day labour strike at the Kwai
Tsing Container Terminal from March 2013.

Lam On Ki, a member of the concern group, played a series
of songs inspired by her experiences and friendships with
Wang Chau villagers, such as Mr. Wong who has lived in the
village for over 70 years. She recalled a moment in a village
meeting when Mr. Wong spoke and expressed how moved he
was by the determination of the younger activists supporting
the villagers’ plight. At the meeting he mentioned, along
with other villagers, that the young concern group have
given the villagers a renewed hope in the next generation.
On stage Lam On Ki said that she admires Mr. Wong’s
continued strength and the distance he travels to confront
the government. The momentum of all the other villagers
gives her strength. She spoke about how people in Hong
Kong are facing increased adversity and how this can affect
one’s optimism, before playing a song about our collective

hopes for Wang Chau’s future.
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2 Gilles DeleuzeBiFélix Guattari, «TEJE: GEALZFEEMNZD (A Thousand
Plateaus, Capitalism and Schizophrenia), W] Je ki K £ A, 1987, 5291 H
3 www.para-site.org.hk/en/exhibitions/soil-and-stones-souls-and-songs

YEMZ A read#5SCEZ EERY , 2017457 H 22 H %8415 H, Facebook = &:
www.tinyurl.com/Read5Exhibition

S EBLA LI, | —— Gilles DeleuzeBiFélix Guattari, <5 JB:
BARLFNNEMDZ (A Thousand Plateaus, Capitalism and Schizophrenia), Wl)Jg
AR SRR, 1987, 55294 H
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FLOWERS (SOILAND STONES, SOULSAND SONGS)

This text isa fragmented reflection during my relatively short time in solidarity
with the villagers and co-planning the joyous Jackfruit Festival. The artistic
output could be viewed as slightly opportunistic but for someone not from
Hong Kong, this creative participation is part of a process in understanding
what is happening in Wang Chau, a way to learn more about rural quotidian
life, have an opportunity to not only further decolonise myself but also
decolonise art institutions who often cater to a selected international
community and “public” with inaccessible programmes patronised by the
bourgeoisie (the majors) and who are often disconnected to local, radical
and perhaps equally inaccessible social movements (the minors).'

Collaborating with the villagers and members of the concern group, as well
as translators, journalists, social designers, musicians, geographers, farmers,
lawmakers, high school students, community workers, cooks, curators,
winemakers, filmmakers, land activists and last but not least the children
who painted the giant jackfruit together, has been an education that no book
or institution can teach. It is a collective insurrectionary experience shared
by social movements and struggles around the world.

In A Thousand Plateaus, Capitalism and Schizophrenia, Gilles Deleuze and
Félix Guattari wrote that, ‘Becoming-Jewish, becoming-woman, etc., therefore
imply two simultaneous movements, one by which a term (the subject) is
withdrawn from the majority, and another by which a term (the medium or
agent) rises up from the minority.> With sacrifice, an immersive participation
(‘becoming-villager’) creates tangible and intangible bonds that can go deep,
transforming each other’s souls whilst building a more resilient community
that is made from past, fractured or existing communities; together pursuing
a common cause that can traverse across different planes and geographies.
Building something together like a Jackfruit Festival gives each person an
opportunity to rise. As a group of us oil a knife, open a jackfruit and extract
its fruit and seeds together, this community becomes legion.

The name of this artist statement is a nod to a Hong Kong non-profit art
space called Para Site, who have kindly brought artworks relating to Hong
Kong’s farming movements to Bangkok, under the exhibition name ‘Soz/ and
Stones, Souls and Songs,” and to Cattle Depot in To Kwa Wan a day before

the Jackfruit Festival.® The Cattle Depot exhibition displays the Jackfruit
Festival poster (printed by Small Tune Press and supported by Para Site),
the festival map and a mask decorated by one of the children, Mrs. Hau’s
daughter. The latter two artworks were added two days after the exhibition’s
opening (one day after the Jackfruit Festival) and contribute to the concept
of simultaneous movement.* Please collect a poster from Cattle Depot and
stick it on a wall, your window, your farm or your workspace, in solidarity

with Wang Chau villagers.

The simultaneous art exhibitions that add momentum to the movement are
only one of many outcomes of the transversal approach outlined by Gerald
Raunig at the beginning of this zine — reaching those who have yet to or are
unable to visit Wang Chau in person.

On Wednesday 2™ August 2017, all three villages will be questionably
rezoned as government land. We hope that you can visit Wang Chau, meet
the villagers and see for yourself, what may be a green belt and community
that evaporates before our eyes, that exists only in our collective memory.

Michael Leung, Friday 28" July 2017, Hong Kong

! www.tinyurl.com/ABecomingBiennale

2 Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, A Thousand Plateaus, Capitalism and Schizophrenia (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1987), 291

> www.para-site.org.hk/en/exhibitions/soil-and-stones-souls-and-songs

“ H 12 4h Beyond Freedom (r:ead#5 docu and response exhibit), 22" July to 15® August 2017
Facebook event: www.tinyurl.com/Read5Exhibition

*N.B. Memories always have a reterritorialization function.’
— Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, A Thousand Plateaus, Capitalism and Schizophrenia (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1987), 294

Overleaf: A Tale: The Land of Fish and Rice’ research station at Cattle Depot

43



Wane Chau JackfruiT Festival 2017
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Jackfruit Woman
A3 poster for the 2017 Wang Chau Jackfruit Festival

The Jackfruit Woman poster was designed by Michael Leung for the
2017 Jackfruit Festival with calligraphy by Lam On Ki. As a Gaia-like
nurturing figure that is intrinsically connected with the concept of
earth, she gazes back to Wang Chau’ s farming roots, while looking
towards an unclear future of the land.

Printed by Small Tune Press into 1,200 copies, the poster is supported
by the case study A Tale: Land of Fish and Rice. The posters will be
distributed at the Wang Chau Jackfruit Festival on July 23rd as part
of the ceremonial materials. After the festival, the remaining posters
will be stamped ‘'UNRESOLVED’ - written by Patrick Cheang, Wang
Chau villager, onto a large banner for the 1st July 2017 rally and now
re-appropriated as a stamp - and returned to the exhibition space, for
the audience to take home.
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